Global Studies

Website Evaluation Exercise 
Your Task:
    While the Internet is an amazing tool for gathering information on all types of subjects from a wide variety of sources, you must keep in mind that anyone can publish anything on the World- wide Web. Therefore, it is important to evaluate a website before using information from it. During this exercise, you will be evaluating a specific website for the credentials of its author, accuracy of content, objectivity, and currency [how up-to-date the site is].

     Using the website provided below, answer all of the following prompts (15) in writing and in your own words. Be sure to explain your answers using specific information from the website. A simple yes/no response is not an acceptable answer. Then move on to the second exercise which will have you evaluate a site you regularly use by answering the same 15 prompts..
Helpful Tips:

The Uniform Resource Locator (url) is the specific address of a page on the Worldwide Web. For example, http://www.bbc.com is the url for the British Broadcasting Corporation.
A domain name refers to the unique name identifying an Internet site. The domain name typically follows the http://www prefix to a website. For example, the domain name for http://www.cnn.com is CNN or Cable News Network.

Extensions in a url refer to the kind of institution that owns and publishes the website. An extension is typically the last three letters in a url. Here are some common extension names:


.edu  
educational organization

.gov
government agency


.k12  
U.S. school site


.net
network

       
.com 
company


.mil
military


.org 
organization


.biz
business


Extensions can also indicate countries such as:


.uk = United Kingdom


.us = United States

.jp = Japan



.de = Germany
To check on the source of a website, look for the following links on the web page: About Us or Contact Us. If you find a name but it is unfamiliar to you, type the name in a Google search to locate information about the person. If you can not find a link about the author, try truncating the url address. For example, http://improbable.com/airchives/classical/cat/cat.html can be cut back to show only the domain name http://improbable.com.
Sophistication of Research. Now that you are older and more sophisticated in terms of your use and understanding of information, it is important to move away from using encyclopedias and almanacs.  While these types of sources are fine for gaining a fundamental idea about a topic, they often times leave out critical details that would provide a more accurate picture. Examples of encyclopedias and/or almanacs include Encyclopedia Britannica and Info Please.

Once again, care has to be taken when using the web to avoid sites that allow anyone to access and edit content regardless of level of expertise like Wikipedia.
Search engines. A search engine is a tool that is designed to search for information on the worldwide web. The search results are known as hits - the numbers of results found are shown directly under the search box. For example, typing in George Washington in a Google search box, results in 96,900,000 hits! Some of the most popularly used search engines are:  Google, Yahoo, Ask.com, Bing, Altavista, Lycos, Alltheweb, MSN and Dogpile.
Now that you have the very basics... let's try the first exercise:
Website Evaluation Exercise #1:

Go to this url:  http://zapatopi.net/bsa
Step 1:
The Source (Author):
Focus Question:  Is this person qualified to write knowledgeably about the subject?

1. What is the name of the web page?

2. Who is the author of the website?

3. Can you contact him or her? If so, how? Provide the address or contact information.

4. What are the qualifications/credentials (experience, position, education) of the author to publish this website?

5. Is this a personal page? Check for a ~ , % or a name in the url address.

6. What type of domain is this site? Explain the extension.

Step 2: 
Objectivity:
Focus question:  Does the information contain a biased point of view?
7. What appears to be the purpose of this information? Is it designed to inform, explain, persuade or entertain?

8. Is there any advertising on the page? If so, list three of the most prominent advertisers. How might the influence of these sponsors affect information on the site?

9. Who is the intended audience for this website? How do you know this?
Step 3:
Content:

Focus Question:  How valid is the actual information in the site?
10. Is there a real depth of content or is the information limited and superficial?

11. Does the site refer to the sources of its information?
Step 4: 
Currency (Up-to-Date):

Focus Question:  Is the information in the site updated regularly?
12. Is the page clearly dated? If so, when was it last updated?
13. Are the links up-to-date? Follow three links and then list and briefly describe where the links take you.

14. Is the page easy to navigate and follow or is it confusing?

Step 5:
Conclusion:

Focus Question:  Is the site a believable research tool?


15. Would you consider this website to be a legitimate and credible site for research and



information? Provide three reasons for your opinion.

Website Evaluation Exercise #2: 
Evaluate a website that you use regularly.

Step 6:
Evaluate another website
Focus Question:
Is a site that you regularly use for information believable?
Follow the five steps above using a website that you regularly use for information.
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