How to Write an Interdisciplinary Writing CAPT essay
The first paragraph must include five elements:
1. Subject background so the reader understands the topic under discussion 
2. Pose the Controversial Question to be addressed in the letter 
3. Acknowledgement of the Other Side of the Argument + 1 Reason 
4. Your Opinion on the Subject 
5. Three reasons why you hold this opinion
Note: The paragraph below is color coded to the five key elements above.
Sample Topic: Why should an American student take a Global Studies course?
Dear Skeptic,
A current topic of conversation among many people is the economic trend of globalization as a result of rapidly spreading technology, an idea promoted in the book, The World is Flat by Thomas Friedman. As world events become increasingly complicated (Iraq and Afghanistan military occupations to name a few) and information technology levels the playing field between countries, the United States may need to re-define its role as a hegemonic power in the world, particularly with the economic rise of both China and India. Americans have traditionally been unconcerned with events taking place beyond U.S. shores. New economic and technological developments raise the question of whether it is important for Americans to study global trends, actions and issues. Some people wish that the United States would isolate itself from world events in order to take care of growing domestic issues directly affecting Americans such as poverty and health care. However, I believe that the United States must become more educated and aware of problems beyond its borders in order to operate in an increasingly interdependent world. My reasons for this position include improving our ability to make political decisions in the best interests of our national security, the need to continually improve our economic standing through free trade, and the social and cultural benefits of interacting with cultures different from our own.
The second paragraph must include these three elements:
1. Topic sentence explaining your reason #1 

2. Two specific, factual examples to prove that your reason #1 is valid (in-text citations required)
3. An elaboration statement explaining how your reason makes your opinion valid. Think this way: Why is this an important reason?
Sample Second Paragraph [colored coded with the three elements above].
Every nation has to make decisions on a daily basis that involve ensuring the safety and security of its citizens from potential threats. For example, on the morning of September 11, 2001, nineteen members of a terrorist cell of the Al Qaeda network hijacked four airplanes within U.S. air space. This act of terror resulted in the deaths of more than 3,000 Americans. President George W. Bush made the decision to initiate a War on Terror by bombing Kabul, Afghanistan, headquarters of Al Qaeda in order to avert any further aggressive attacks (September). A second example is evident with regard to the spread of nuclear weapons. The Iranians currently pose a threat to the U.S. with their disinterest in complying with United Nations Resolutions 1696, 1737 and 1747 to dismantle their nuclear program with oversight by the International Atomic Energy Agency (United). Americans have a clear expectation that the President of the United States will protect the nation from danger and will take every action necessary to address real or potential threats. This ensures peace of mind for all Americans so they can raise their families out of harm's way.
